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LUKE Xv. 2, 
This Man receiveth Sinners. 


KXOHN this Chapter we have ari Account, that 
X during Zejus's Miniſtration and Preach- 
ing all the Publicans and Sinners drew near 
RR ins to hear him, which ſo offended the reli- 
ous Jews that they murmured and ſhewed their 
Pile fre, becauſe he ſuffered ſuch a Rabble to 
follow him, and more, becauſe, inſtead of exclaim- 
ing againſt theſe ungodly People, whoſe wicked 
Lives and Sins were known to all, and inſtead of 
thundering out the Curſes of the "Fen to them, or 
ſhewing his juſt Anger to ſuch Offenders, he ſpoke 
mildly to them, and graciouſly received them all. 
This cauſed them to give him that CharaGter 
to defame him among the pious and more devout 
Sort, Behold the Friend of Publicans and Sinners ;; 


and again, This Man receiveth Sinners and eateth 
_ with them. 


I ſuppoſe this ſerved to prejudice many of the 
righteous Scribes and Phariſees againſt him, becauſe 


| they had always ſhunned the Perſons he was fami- 


tar with, and had eſteemed them as Baſtards and 

not Bots of Abraham, and who were under the 

Curſe, Children of Belial, and exztommunicate ; they 
7 A-2 knew 
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nor can be juſtified thereby, the 
_ willingly be faved, andi who 1s conſcious of his Sins 
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knew, no Righteouſneſs but that of Works, and 


which conſiſted in obſerving the Law and being. 
ſtrictly obedient to all the Precepts of ſes, as the 
Rabbies explained them ; and to theſe they had added 
many of the ' raditions of the Fathers, in relation - 
to their often praying, making Proſelytes, waſh- 
ing their Hands before Meat, and when they came 
from Market, &c. beſide a Multitude of Ceremo- 


_ nies, in obſerving which they placed much Holineſs, 


and condemned vehemently ſuch as were not ſo 


_ ferupulous and rigid, becauſe without it they hardly 


believed a Man could be fafe. They had carried 


the Matter fo far, that the End of the Law was not 


anſwered, but, as our Saviur ſays, was made of 
none Effeft through their Traditions ; for they made 


their firſt Blunder in ſuppoſing at all,. that Righte- 


_ ouſneſs came by the Law, and that the Diſpenfation 


of Miſes was calculated of God to make Men righ- 
teous, whereas the ſble Intent of the Law was, to- 
convince every Man that fhould hear it, that he was 


a Sinner, and under the Curſe juſtly; it was or- 


dained to ſtop the Mouth of every Man who would- 
fancy he was-blameleſs and had a good Heart, and 


| to make all the Warld guilty bye God. In this re- 


ſpect it paved the way for the everlaſting Righteouſ- 
neſs brought in by Chri/? Feſus,. becauſe it condemns 
and curſes every one who has not continued in all 


Things and in every Point and Tittle of the Law to- 


do it ; and fince no Soul can efcape fo rigorous a 
Condemnation,. but all. are guilty, and have ſinned 
more or leſs, and may have no 4 from the Law, 

zoul who would 


and of his being under the Curſe of the Law juſtly, 


who ſees that it aims and ftrikes at the Heart,, 


sondemns the leaſt Thought and Defire, and re- 


quires 


(5 1] - 
guires a worſhipping the Lord with all the Heart, | 
with all the Mind, and with all the Strength, I ſay, 
when this is known, and which is clearly the End of 
the Law, the Soul finks down before God, and cries 
out, What ſhall 1. do to be ſaved? Whither ſhall I go 
for Mercy 2 and thus ſees and feels the need of a 
7  Savicur and of Redemption from under the Law, 
E _ and of a better Righteouſneſs than our own.. Hence 
3 It is that the bly Ghoft ſent Prophets and Scnbes 
: inſtructed out of the Kingdom of Heaven to teach 
Y ſuch Men to look to Him (the Mefliah) and be ſaved. 


: 'They taught, He /hall be called the Lord our Righ- 
2 zeoufneſs. In his Days ſhall Iſrael be ſaved. They 
: ſhall be ſaved with an everlaſting Salvation. He ſhall 
- fmiſh Iniquity, make an End of Sin, obtain Reconalia- 


» . 
wa 


tion, and bring in everlaſting Righteouſneſs. To hint 
ſhall all Fleſh come, To him ſhall the gathering of 
the People be. - He ſhall ſave Iſrael from all his Sins. + 
'T his ſerved to enlighten-ſuch as cried to him in their 
Trouble, and who ſat in the Shadinw of Death, and 
comforted them. with Hopes of the Redeemer, for 
whom the fincere Jews looked and waited, wiſhing: 
to ſee his Day till he came. But in the Jewiſh 
— Church there were Men who had otherwiſe inter- 
| preted the Law, and preached, that it could make the 
Obſervers of it righteous ; and this Sort prevailed _ 
exceedingly, ſo that the chief of the Prieſts and the 
learned Men were of this Mind, and theſe were cal- 
led the Phariſees. St. Paul and many of our Savi- 
our's Diſciples were of this Sect before they knew 
him, but none could be in his Company and not 
obſerve, how in all his Doctrines, Parables, and 
Diſcourſes he ſharply condemns the Righteouſneſs 
of the Phariſees, and ſays, they have their Reward, 
and that except we get a better Righteouſneſs than 
theirs,. We can un no caſe enter the Kingdom of Heaven, 
4; ___ calling 
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calling all that they boaſted of a whitening of the 
Wall, painting and garniſhing Sepulchers, and waſh- 
ing the Outſide of Cups and Diſhes, 1. & it was an 
outward and affected Righteouſneſs, it was good in 
the ſight of Men, and adorned and made white the 
Perfon who had it before the World, but it did not 
£0 deep, it did not waſh the inner Man of the Heart, 
it did not cleanſe the ſpoiled and bad Nature, nor 
make the Soul all glorious within. This only is ef- 


fected by an immediate Work of Grace, through 


the Inſpiration of the Spirit and ſprinkling of the 
Blood of Feſus. This is a divine Work, and with- 
out which all Righteouſneſs is filthy Rags. This is 
ſure and certain, if there could have been a Law gi- 
ven which could have made Men righteous, then 
Righteouſneſs had come by the Law of Moſes; but 
it was impoſſible, conſidering our Fall and inbred 
Din, to have been made righteous by any Law, or 
Works, or in any way but by that means which our 
tender and merciful Father, God, contrived before 
the World began, and that was by means of the 
Blood and Wounds of his Son Tefus, and by his 


Obedience to the Death of the Croſs. 


It was Men ignorant of this great Deſign of the 
God of Abraham, and who had received the falſe O- 
pinion that was common in thoſe "Times, of their 
being more righteous than otters, and of being ſa- 
ved by Works, that ftumbled at ſeeing Feſus receive 
Sinners, and which made them ſlight and blaſpheme 


him on that account; but it is to be obſerved that 
to vindicate his Condu&, and to unfold before all 


the World the Counſel of God, and his mind to fave 


Sinners, he delivers three Parables, in which the Love 


of the bleſſed Trinity to loſt Man is deſcribed and ex- 


| hibited in an uncommon Manner, and of which I 


purpoſe to ſpeak particularly 'To-day. "One » 
0 


EZ 1 
Ged all that hear me might he happily convinced, the 
Self-righteous, that they have hitherto miſtook, and 
now come and buy of Feſ/us Raiment and be cloathed 
indeed, and made righteous in his Sight, whoſe Eyes 
try the Hearts and Reins, and the Profane and 
Careleſs, that they may leave all their old Ways, 
and fly to Feſus and be ſaved, for this Man receiveth 


Sinners. | 


There are many thouſands who (as I myſelf 


have done) make the ſame Miſtake the Phar:ſees 


did, and place true Religion in a ſtrict Life, in o- 
beying the Letter of the | Fay to which they add 
Traditions and Commands of Men, ſuch as pray- 
ing ſo many times a Day, faſting ſo often in the 
Week, going ſo much to Church, performing ſuch 
a Taſk of Duties, &c. and with all together they 


| make a Righteouſneſs, and when they have ſerved 


it up and made them Aprons, like Adam of theſe, 
they will not ſuffer the Thought that they are yet naked, 
but value themſelves upon account of their Good- 
neſs, and deſpiſe others, and think, God [ thank 
thee that I am not ſo bad as other Men. It is for their 
ſakes, as well as to draw poor deluded Slaves of 
din to him, that Jeſus delivered himſelf in this 
pravious manner. O may he ſpeak and write his 
Mind in this great Matter upon every Heart | 

 Thereare ſome "Things chiefly obſervable in theſe 
Parables, and which muſt not be paſſed over un- 


heeded. - In the firſt Parable, which is of the Shep- 


herd and the Ioft Sheep, the Love and Care of the 


Son of God is diſplayed ; in the ſecond, which ſpeaks 
of the Woman and her Piece of Money, the Diligence 
and Love of the Holy Spirit is ſhewn ; and in the 
third, which is of the returning Child to his Parent, 
the Love and Joy of the Father is exprefled over a 
repenting Sinner, All are to ſet forth the Riches of 
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glorious did the King of | 
theſe Men who murmured becauſe Fefus. received 
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the Grace of Ged to Mankind, and to prove to our 
unſpeakable Joy and Comfort, that this Man recei- 


weth Sinners, and h Henan over them who come to 
over a Sheep that had —_ 


him, as a Shepher 
away, and which he has now found ; and as a 
man is glad to find a Piece of Money that ſhe had 
loft, and as a Father rejoiceth to receive his Child 
Again who had left him and was as if dead. 

The holy Jife when he preached this Diſcourſe 
was ſurrounded with Sinners; all were:come to hear 


him, the ragged Thieves, the wanton Harlots, the 
ſtupid Drunkards, who had waſted their Eſtates and 
Health in a debauched and intemperate Life, the 


Uſurers, the Swearers, and Sabbath breakers croud 
attentive round the 12/7 Holy. Afar off and at 2 
Diſtance ſtand the murmuring Scribes and the righte - 


ous and prudent People, who would have liked to 


hear him if ſuch a dirty naſty Rabble were not his 


| Followers, and if but the Great, the Genteel, and 


Rich would go too, or if the Rulers and Learned 
but approved of him, and if he did not countenance 
and encourage that wicked Multitude ſo much, or if 
he would but-preach a little more againſt their finful 
Ways, and commend a little more a courteous and 
benevolent Spirit, and preach about good Works 


and Charity to his Hearers, and tell ignorant Peo- 


ple their Duty. | 
I ſuppoſe they beheld him with Scorn, and diſ- 

dained to be one of that Man's Diſciples. As A:- 
chel, the Daughter of Saul and Wife of David, 
looked out at her Window and'faw her royal Huſ- 
band drefled in- an Ephod, and come dancing thro” 
the Streets among a Company of Maidens before the 
Ark, and deſpifed him, ſaying with a Sneer, How 
Ira hok To-day? fo did 
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Sinners; they deſpiſed him for it with all thei: 
Hearts, and were offended. They were too good 
to join with thoſe who found Mercy at his Hands ; 
they were too wiſe to imagine they needed Repen- 
tance as much as they, or that they were upon a 
level in God's Eyes with the worſt of all; they were | 
too prudent to be ever ſeen with him, and ſo went 

O aſk your Hearts, my dear Friends, Have not 
you been of this proud ſelf-righteous Mind ? Have 
not you ſuch a high Spirit ? Look upon the Redeemer 
with all the Publicans and Sinners hearing him, and 


think, if you ſhould not have been aſhamed to be 


among them ? However it has been, now bluſh at. 
his Feet and pray him to forgive you your falſe Pru- 


dence, your Self-righteouſneſs, and Pride, and fit 


down at his Feet in Spirit, and hear the gracious 


Words which proceeded out of his Mouth. 


He begins, //hat Man of you having an bundred 
Sheep, if he loſe one of them, doth not leave the ninc- 
ty and nine in the Wilderneſs and go after that which 
he hath loft until he find it ® and when he hath found 
it he layeth it upon his Shoulders rejoicing, and when 
he cometh home he calleth together his Friends and 
Neighbours, ſaying, Rejoice with me for I have found 
my Sheep which was loſt: 1 ſay unto you, that likewiſe 


Toy ſhall be in Heaven over one Sinner that repenteth, 


more than over ninety and nine juft Perſons who need na 


Repentance, 


This Parable our Saviour ſeems to addreſs to the 
murmuring Phariſees, but in the hearing of the Sin-. 
ners, that both might be edihed, the one learn Hy- 
mility, and ſee how equal the Savimr's Ways are, 
and the other who had wandered, learn how glad 
their Shepherd is at their Return, and ſo come back 
to him and be ſaved; > | _ 
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jus is the Man who, of all his vaſt 'unmeaſured 
Stock, loſt one poor Sheep, All the Heavens and 
every World, viſidle and inviſible, with all their 
Hoſts are his; this World compared to the Creation 
is only like a Drop of the Bucket, or like a Grain 
of Sand in the Ballance, or like one Sheep in Com- 
pariſon of an hundred. If a Man ſhould let a Drop 
fall from the Bucket he would not think of it, and if 
a Man had an hundred Sheep and ſhould loſe one, 
which ſhould be chaſed away by a Wolf, or borne 
away by a Lion or a Bear, he might eaſily letit go,. 
and think, 2t zs better to loſe it than 1 riſque my Life in 
fearch of it, or loſe many Days'time and ſpend much La- 
bour and Pain in the Purſuit of it, eſpecially as he had 

yet ſo many left; but our Good Shepherd thought E 
| otherwiſe ; the greatneſs of his Kingdom, the in- : 
| ' numerable Worlds which were his, and all the Inha- 
bitants of the Heavens, the Angels and Spirits which: 
are beyond all Number, could not make him think. 
little of.the Loſs of this poor World, when Satan like 
4 a Lion entered the Fold, and led aſtray, like a Sheep,. 
® Adam and his wretched Poſterity ; our Shepherd 
FF. ſaw it from on high, nor would let it paſs eaſily, it 
lay from Eternity upen his Heart, and in due time 
he became their Sav:our. An Hireling might have let 
the wandering Sheep periſh, and only thought of the 
ninety and nine who were yet in the Paſtures ; but 
a good Huſbandman would riſe up early and travel. ' 
far, would leave his Flock in the Fields and ſeek 
carefully that which he had loſt, he would ſearch 
_ every Hill and every Valley, enquire through every 
Plain, and ſpare no Pains till he had met with it, 
and ſhould he find it torn by Dogs, dirty with dri- 
ving through. Bogs and deep Places, he would not 
therefore leave it, but wauld bind up the Wounds, 
- waſh off the Filth, and lay it upon his ions 
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_-and come home jo ny : he would tell his Friends 
and Neighbours of his Succeſs, and not refle& upon 
all his fore Labour in ſeeking it, fince-he had now 


got it again ſafely, This 1s the Heart of our dear 
Saviour ; he put on the Form and Office of a Shep- 
herd, left all his Angels, all heavenly Worlds and 


bleſſed Spirits, and came a thirty Years Journey in- 
to this World to ſeek his loſt Sheep. Often the 
Sun burnt him by Day and the Froſt conſumed him by 


Night ; often he fat down weary, and travelled 


through the Wilderneſs weeping as he went, and 


when he found his Sheep it was in the Hand of the 
Enemy, in the Mouth and Jaws of the devouring 
Lim, the Dragon had ſeized it, and was ready to 
make an End of it; to redeem it, it coſt him that 
ſevere Conflict in the Garden, when he wreſtled till 
his Sweat was like great Drops of Blood falling 
Gown to the Ground ; nor did he leave it, but con- 
tinued in the Combat till his Back was fore and 
bloody with Scourging, his Head torn with the 


SF horns and Briers of the Wilderneſs, and till his 


Hands and Feet were cut through and loaded with 
Bonds and Chains. -In this Condition he was when 
his fore Hands caught the Prey out of the Deſtroy- 


__er's Teeth, and with his rent and bruiſed Feet he 


trod down the Dragon and the Lion upon the Mount 
of Calvary, and laid down his Life for his Sheep. This 
1s that dear Savioyr who, when a Soul repents and 


comes to him, takes it upon his Shoulders, there 
he bears their Burden and Sorrows, and carries it in 
:-his Boſom and in his loving Arms, and when he 


has waſhed the polluted Sinner in his precious 
Blood, and forgiven him, when he has healed him 


of thoſe Wounds which cauſed him ſuch Smart and 


Miſery, and given him his Peace, then he lets all 


-his Saints and Angels know, JI have found the Sheep 


: BY” <'Y WE TINTATLS -- I" >, 


be continued through all Etern.ty. | 
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which I had "ft, rejoice with me for the Lamb that went 
 @ftray 1s returned 10 the Shepherd and Biſhop of his Soul. 


The little one that had wandered away from me, and for 
whom TI have travelled and been in Pain, he that cauſed 
all my Grief aid Labour, the Child that you once ſaw 
im mine Enemy's Hands, and who warred againſt me, 
be that tramwfled under Foot my Words, and would not 


 recerve my Reproofs fo long, is come back to me. This 


cauſes a new Joy among. the Angels and this be- 
gins properly when a Sinner is come to our Sauvimur 


by Faith, and receives the Knowledge of his Sal- 
_ vation; it is repeated when he lands ſafely above, 


and ſhall be again renewed when eſ#s ihall divide a- 
mong the People as a Shepherd between his Flocks, 
and when he ſhall be tound at the Right Hand 
with the Sheep, and thence forward ſhall that Joy 

Alſo as a Man rejoices more over a loſt Sheep 
when he has recoyercd 1t faſe and found, than over 


all the others which went not aſtray, fo has our Sa- 


Viour more Joy over a poor Sou) which had left him, 
and over the VW orld which was loſt but is now found 
through his Redemption, than over all thoſe Spirits 
who kept their firſt Eſtate, and more than over all the 
Angels who ha. e not ſinned, and fo nat needed Re- 
pentance, and far, -far more-than over all thoſe 
ſelf-righteous People who glory in their ſtrict Lives 
from their Youth up, and dream that they need no 
Repentance. O that thoſe who hear me would 


'T'o-day riſe up and leave all and follow their true 


Paſtor. What Joy would you cauſe in Heaven ! and 
in the Breaſts of the Angels of God ! and what Joy 
would our Saviour have to ſee ſo many wandering 
Sheep return home to him? It was for your ſakes 
chiefly this Parable was ſpoken. My guilty Brethren 


and diſters be encouraged thereby to return to hin 
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who made you, and whoſe Sheep-(though ſpoiled 
and ſtrayed) you are, and you ſhall be received by 


him with Joy everlaſting. Let your Hearts anfwer, 
Lo? I come to ds thy Will my God. 


* The a Parable is after this manner : What 


| Woman having ten Pieces of Sifver, if ſhe life one does 


not light a Candle and fuweep the Houſe, and ſeek dili- 
gently till ſhe find it, and when fhe hath found it, ſhe 
calleth her Friends and Neighbours together, ſaying, Re- 


Joice with me for I have found the Piece which I had 


boft; Likewiſe I ſay unto you, there is Joy in the Preſence 
of the Angels of God over one Sinner that repenteth. 

In this Parable our Saviour teaches the Care and 
Diligence of the Sp:rit to ſeek and win back Souls 


\ to the Lamb. Under the Similitude of a Woman is 


the Holy Gho/t deſcribed in other Places of the Scrip- 
ture, ſometimes as a Mother, a Nurſe, a Comforter, 
and that in the Prophets as. well as in the New 
Teſtament ; for Inſtance, As a Mother comforteth her 
Son, fo will I comfort thee, When Solomon ſpake afar 
off of the Holy Spirit's new-bearing the Church of 
God out of the Side of the ſecond Adam, he ſays, 
Under the Apple-tree (fo was Chrift crucified called, 
becauſe he excelled all the Sons of Men, as the Ap- 
ple-tree did the Trees, and which gave Meat to the 
Hungry, Drink to the Thirſty, and Shadow andReſt 


to the weary and fatigued) thy Mother brought thee 
 farth, there ſhe brought thee forth that bare thee. Again, 


My Beloved is the Only One of her Mother. Our Sa- 
vieur confirms this in ſaying, Ye muſt be born again 
of the Holy Gho/?. Alſo in another Parable he ſpeaks 
of the Holy Spirit when he ſays, The Kingdom of 
Heaven is like a Woman who took Leaven and put it into 
three Meaſures of Meal, till the whole was leavened. 
It is the Office and Work of the Hily Gho/t to mi- 
niſter to.the Saints in the Name of Feſus ; he comes 
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in his Name and dwells with them ; he takes of 


the Things of Chr? and ſhews it to them ; he glo- 


rifies him in them, and above all, it is the Place of 
the Spirit to take the Leaven of Chri/”s Body and 


"Blood, and hide it in the.three Meaſures of Meal, that 


is, in our Body, Soul, and Spirit, and like as Lea- 
ven works and operates thro' the Meal till all is fit 
for Ule, fo is the Blood of Feſus conveyed to a Be- 
liever, which continues to operate thro* Body, 
Soul, and Spirit, till all the.old Nature is purged 
away, and we are fit for our Heavenly Father's Uſe ; 
or, as St. Jenatins ſays, till we become pure Bread 
for our Beloved. This is ſweetly exprefled in a 


well-known Prayer? < Grant us, gracious Lord, 
'< foto eat the Fleſh of thy dear Son, Jeſus Chriſt, 


£ and fo to drink his Blood, that.our ſinful Bodies 
<c may be made clean thro” his Body, and our Souls 
<. waſhed thro his moſt precieus Blood, and that 
< he may ever more dwell in us and we in him.” 
The Holy Ghz loves us even as Jeſus loves, and 
is one with our Savor in our Salvation. He looks 
upon us dearer than Pieces of Silver, and more ya- 
Jluable than fine Gold. As 2 good Mother of the 
Houſe ſeeks when .a Piece of Money is dropt, and 


ceaſes not her Cares and Search till ſhe has found 


it, and then rejoices with her Friends, ſo the. Holy 
Gh:/t lights a Candle in the Heart, illuminates the 
Mind that was aſleep, and the fooliſh Heart that was 
darkened. He cauſes a Ray of divine Light to ſhine. 
-within, brings a Beam from the timing Eyes of 7e- 
5s into the cloſe Receiles of ithe Soul ; he expoſes 


_ all the hidden Sins, the naſtyCorners, the, dangerous 


Place in which the Soul, like a Piece. of Silver, is 
Joſt; he ſweeps away all the outward Sins, the 
Rubbiſh of Gaity, Pleaſures and Luſfts ; he clean- 
{es the outward. Man, and will not let it ſuffice on 

tne 
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the poor loſt Piece of our Savuyr's Treaſure is found 
and counted among his Jewels. In this Labour is 
the Lord the Spirit employed, often many Years, and 
_ with indefatigable Patience he ſtrives with Souls «ill 
he has prevailed and brought them to Je/us, and then 
zs there Foy in the Preſence of the Angels of God. He 
does not grudge all the Years in which he called the 
Soul and waited to be gracious; he forgives the Sin of 
quenching the Light, and loving and chooſing to 
| walk in Darkneſs, the reſiſting his divine and ma- 
I - ternal Motions, and preferring earthly Things to 
| heavenly, and inſpires all the Angels with Joy at the 
bbs uf of the Soul,, whom he eſteems Treaſure, 
and the very Reward of 7eſus, the Hire and Wages 
of our Saviour, his Riches and Jewels. O may we 
all be of the happy Number, when he ſhall count 
them up, and they ſhall be to him for a Crown and 
a Diadem and an eternal Glory. _ | 
'The third Parable is of the Pather and his Prodigal 
Son, and is the moſt lively Picture of the Heart of 
God our Father towards his younger rebellious Sons 
- the Children of Men. o 
It was Mam that was fo fooliſh as to leave his Fa- 
| ther's Houſe and go out and ſpend his Portion of 
; Grace in riotous.and careleſs Living in the World ; 
ever ſince the Fall of Adam we have done thus, we 
have lived in a far Country, it an Eſtate afar off 
from the Lord, and there wwe. have waſted our Sub- 
ftance. As in. the Parable the Son is ſaid to ſpend al 
7n riatous Living, lo does every Man : one trifles away 
his precious "Time in Play, another heaps up Riches 
and can't tell. who ſhall gather and enjoy them, an# 
others who put on. a more ſober Appearance live 
| Rill at a Diſtance from their Heavenly Father, and 
| perhaps content themſelves, lixe. the Prodigal Son, 
; with the Huſts which Stine do eat, with the Fings, 


Knowledge of Chri/? and his Love in the 
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_ of this Life, or with the falſe Religion which con- 


fiſts only in Name and Shew, and is not ay the 
eart. 


The Departure of the Son at firſt of his own Choice, 


ſets forth our Free-will, which is to wander perpe- 


tually, and teaches, that our Fall was of ourſelves. 
O Ijrael thou haſt deſtroyed thyſelf. But our Saviour 
deſcribes the Son at Eaſe, and pleaſed with his Luxury 
and Wantonneſs, among Harlots, till there aroſe a 
Famine m the Land and he began to be in Want. This 
is when the Eyes of a Sinner are opened, and he ſees 
to what all his Sins have brought him, into what 
Miſery he is plunged and ſunk : "There is a mighty 
Famine in the World in which he lives, not of Bread 
nor of Water, but of the Word of God and of the Bread 


of Life. He ſighs that he has been fo fooliſh to leave 


the Lord his Father's Houſe, and begins to be in Want ; 
he wants Forgiveneſs, he begins to want a Savzour, 
he is reſtleſs and uneaſy, all his Sins aMiCt and trou- 
ble him, he wants Peace in his Heart, he begins to 
want a Reſt for his Soul ; and this Beginning of 


Want increaſes till he hungers and thirfts fer Righteouſ- 


neſs and 1s filled. He went and joined himſelf to a Citi- 
Zen of that Country who ſent him to feed Swine, and he 


 Twould fain have filled himſelf with the Huſks, the Grains, 


which the Swine did eat, and no Man gave unto him. 
"Thus our Lord deſcribes their State who, when a 
little awakened to a Senſe of their Miſery and Want, 
get into Company and join themſelves to the Men 


_ of this World, ftrive to divert m_ their Uneaſt- 


neſs, and get out of the reach of his V oice who dai- 
ly whiſpers, Thou art poor and miſerable, come unto me. 
By his feeding of the Swine, we may underſtand all 
rime-ſerving, all cringing-to the lying and falſe 
World, and ſtooping to be the Vaſlal and Drudge 


of the Devil and the Servant of Sin. What are the 


Epicureans, 


OC 
Epicureans, the Senfualifts, but Slaves? What is the 
Nobleman more than the Peaſant who is a Captive 
to Wine and Wotnen? What the General and Ad- 
miral, with all their Bravery, when conquered by | 
Pride and Luft, and Bond-fervants of their Paffions ? - 
What are the Higheft and Greateſt more than the 
Beggar, the Soldier, or common Sailor, when they 
creep and bow to the World only for Gain, Plea- 
ſures, or Honour ? They are Servants of Swine, and, 
as the Prodigal, would fain have filled kinſelf with 
the Huſks which they eat, ſo do they, and ſo have 
we all done. How have we ftrove to ſatisfy our 
poor Souls with their Diverſions, and make ourſelves 


happy and eaſy in their way but could not? All out 


Endeavours were mercifully blaſted, and we render- 
_ Ed wretched more and more above meaſure. _ 
It was in this State he recollefted his Father's 

Houfe ; Poverty drove him to think of going back : 
He thought, how many Servants hath my Father who 
 Þave Bread enough, and T periſh with Hunger : What 

though T have rebelled, and brought all this ihe upon 
me, I will ariſe and go to my Father, and will jay to 
bim, Father 1 have ſmned againſt Heaven and againſ# 
thee, and am no more worthy to be called thy Son, make 
o2ne I pray thee thine hired Servant. This is juſt the 
Condition, and theſe the Thoughts of a true Peni- 
| tent. He thinks, O how happy are the Children of God ! 
how happy his Servants the holy Angels! O that I bad 
bat the Inveſt Place among them ! O that 1 might but 
have leave to call God my Father. The Holy Ghoft 
makes uſe of this Opportunity, and when Jeſus has 
Tought him out, a the Sp:rit has enlightened him 
thus far, he ſhews what a loving Father he has, 
who fpared not his dear Son for him, and the poor 
Sinner trembles and cries, is afraid to aſk Mercy, 
and dares not ſtay in the ow he is in; he reſolves 
17 "3 


:furveys his. Poverty and Wants, and has Gompaſſtor 
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at. laſt to venture to him, and, like Efther, thinks, 


If { peri { will periſh at the Feet of the King. 


_: And he aroſe and went. He did not only propoſe 
it, but did it. There are many who often ſpeak and 
think of it, but never go, they ſtay and periſh afar 


_ off; but lo! he comes, and his Father ſaw him a great 


way off, and had Compaſſion on him, and ran and fell 
upon his Neck and kiſſed him. O mark every Word, 
my dear Friends, and be aſtoniſhed at the way in 
which our Savor deſcribes his Reception ; he does 
not ſay,: the Son-ran to. the Father ; he was weary, 
faint, and aſhamed, and could not, nor did he ſee 
his Father firſf, but his Father him, and then nei- 


| ther did he ſend a Servant to order him to depart, 


and Iet him know he would not ſee him or own. 


him; he did not upbraid him with his vile and ſcan- 


dalous Behaviour, with his diſgraceful Life, and juſt 
Want and Beggary, but ran to meet him. It ſeems 
as if he had been looking out for him, and often 
with wiſhful Eyes watching the way he went, to 
ſee if his poor Child would once return, and now 
he meets him, falls upon his Neck and kiſſes him. With 
-what Emphaſis and AﬀeCtion does our Saviour ex- 
preſs the whole ? He was fit to deſcribe his Father's 


_tender-Heart z he knew it and he only, and thus he 


does to our great Comfort, | + 
When a poor ſelf-condemned Sinner ſets his Face 


. towards Zion, and comes trembling back, however 


vile in his own Eyes, Gad the Father beholds him 


with Joy. He has long lked down on the Children of 


Men to ſee if there were any that would turn, and tho' 
"the poor Soul don't at firit diſcern the Lord, yet the 
Lord ſees him afar of in his fad and Iamentable State, 


| he views him weary and heavy laden,. he underſtands 


his Heavineſs, his forlorn and deſtitute Condition, 


. en 
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on him, he pities him as, a Father pittes his Son, he runs, 
he makes haſte ta help him. As a Father meets his on- 
ly Child whom he had bewailed for dead, or given 
over for loſt, and falls upon his Neck and kifles him, 
ſo our Father receives his. poor Children, he embra- 
ces them and kifſes them upon Heart and Soul, he 
makes his Love felt, and kindles ſuch a Love in 
his Childrens Breaſts as can never be extinguiſhed 
or forgotten. | - i 


merry, for this my Son was.dead and is-alive again, was 
boft but 1s now found. I en og 
The Wretch that 'beggared himſelf with Harlots, 
and did not deſerve the worſt Garment, * muſt have 
the beſt Robe; and he that had ſquandered away ſo 
| much Gold that he never deſerved to ſee the leaf} 
| of it more, now muſt be adorned with a Ring, and 
his Feet muſt be ſhod, and a Banquet, a Feaſt pre- 
pared, that all the Houſe might ſhare jn the Joy of 
oe de Bolt ES LE. 2 
**Fhus and thus ſhall it be done to you, my dear 
Brethren, who return for Mercy to your Father ; 
the be/? Robe, that is, the Righteouſneſs of Chri/?, ſhall 
be brought to cover you, and to make you all-glorioug 
within, this ſhall be your beautiful Garment and white 
Robe. He ſhall put the Ring upon your Finger, you 
ſhall be favoured like Thomas, to put your Finger in- 
fo the Nail-prints of Jeſus, and be convinced he is 
your Lord and your God, that ſhall ſeal you to the Day 
of Redemption, and you ſhall know what that means, 
ts Hands are like Rings of Beryl ; your Feet ſhall be 
"© 2 — {bod 
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| ſhod with the Sandals of Peace, that you may go on 
your way rejoicing. The great Marriage Supper, 
the Feaſt of the Sons of God above is preparing for 
you, and all is to welcome you home. But come, 
and all the Angels, the Prophets, the Martyrs, and. 
Apoſtles of the Lamb ſhall heax your Father confeſs 
ou. The Moment you give him your Heart, the 
ficinene when he ſhall kiſs and forgive you, God, 
your dear Father God, ſhall fay befare all his Children 
and Servants, Thrs my Son was dead but 1s alive again, 
this your Brother vas loft but is now found. 


Thus does our Sawiaur preach to. the Publicans 
znd Sinners ; and what Parable or what Diſcourſa 
In all the Bible fo ſets forth the free Grace and 

Love of the whole Trinity, the Father, the Son, and 
_ the Holy Ghot? Let it affect you, my dear Friends ; 
remember they are the Words of Jeſus Chri/t, and 
are ſpoken to. you, and let it force you to go after 
bim,\and compel you to come into his Church and. 
be ſaved. He is the ſamc good and gracious Lord 
as when he ſpake theſe Words and ſuffered the Sin- 
ners to hear him ; his Aim is the ſame, it is to ſave 
Dinners and to win. thera to him ; his Mind is the 
ſame, he would haye it yet be preached, that th:s 
Man receiveth Sinners, and all who preach it ſhalt 
find his Words true and faithful, and he will proſper 


them in their deſpiſed but glerious. Office. 


» 
. . . d : - 


- In the latter Part of this laſt Parable our Saviour 
deſcribes another Brother, who at hearing the Joy 
of his Father's Houſe becauſe of the returning of the 
Prodigal, Inſtead of being glad with them murmur- 
ed and was angry with his Father, and would not ga 
 2n, but pleaded his obedient Behaviour, and com» 
plained, that he had never fo much as received a. Kid, ta 
make merry with his Friends, but when this Idan was 
came who had ſpent bis Subſtance with Harlats, the {ate 


fick and Dancing, and he was offen 


Wo 

ted Calf was killed, and al the png ts with Au 

4 ed, and would 

nat, enter the Houſe till his Father came out and in- 
treated him. there is na Envy or Emulation amo 

the Angels and Sons of Gad in Heaven, becauſe a 

Sinner 1s converted ; but among fome af his People 

upon Earth it may be found, and ſome who bave 


ſeen the Happineſs of Souls ſnatched, as it were, 


out of the Burning, and made glad in the Lord's 


| Salvation, have been, moved with felf-righteous 
\ Rifings: They can think, / am ſure { have kvad & 


very /trif? and obedient Life, and never run ta that Ex- 
ceſs. of Sin with theſe, and yet I never experienced this Fo 

and Tranſport, nor have I felt this Lave and Happmeſs 
they ſpeak of, and ſuch murmur. They have in the 
Heart ſomewhat of the fame which aur Saviour men- 
tions in another Parable, wherein ſome who labour'd 
through the Heat and Burden of the Day, murrmur+ 


ed againſt the good Man of the Houſe, becauſe he 
| had given others who had only been called into the 


Vineyard in the laſt Hour of the Day, the ſame with 
them, and had even paid the laſt firft ; but our Sa- 
viour makes his Dealings juſt by ſaying, Cannot 1 da 


what I will with my «wn? Andin this ſame Parable 


he makes the: Father reaſon with the other Brother, 
till his Self-righteouſneſs died away and he was con- 


| vinced of the Meetneſs and, Juftice of his Father's 


Dealings with his younger Son, and then he came 


in. Thus our Sqwevy would have his ſelf-righteous 
| Children learn, that he is a Sovereign, and can dQ 


what he will with his Mercy and Grace, and that 
there is often more Trouble to get one of theſe into 
the Houſe than the Publicans and Sinners. It was 
this naſty Spirit ruined the Fews; it made thoſe 


_ offended to whom efus addreſſes the latter Part of 


this Parable ; it hinders many to be ſayed who ſtand 
cavuling | 
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eavilling and quarellng with Free Grate, till the 
blaſphiemne, and: ftumb 


Soul who unhappily” is fallen into this Spirit. It is 
hard for ſuch 'to get to' Heaven. © But one Thing I 
muſt obſerve; the Father entreated even his offended 
and murmuring Son tocome'in ; may he do ſo with 
all of his Mind ; may he convince them of-his juſt 
and true Ways, ak make them glad to be ſaved 
freely themſelves, and glad that their dear 'Saviour 
will receive Sinners. AW our own Righteouſneſs is 
cauſed by Ignorance of - our Eftate and Nature. 
When Ys opens the Eyes of the moſt innocent, 
he is thoroughly convinced he has no-real Good in 
him, and 1s humbly thankful #at this Man recerves 
Sinmmers. He is not tumbled at the many Places 


' where the Scripture preaches the Juſtihcation of the 
Ungodly, of being faved EC or hs Faith alone, 


but he thinks bn fins, 


| Hite olad am I tlie hou b Wiks-ar WY 
That thou canſt bleſs my baſe and worthleſs Heart, 


And canfſt freely bear with my whole I 
O yert, thou not exaCly ſuch a Saviour, 
FR FAR a What ſhould I do? 
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\ May we Ul.expe pibales the Care of o -our Grd "EY 


herd, the ery eo of the Holy Gho of, and the ten- 
der Love of the Father to our own eternal Welfare, 
and'to the Honour of the Lamb; to whom with his 
Pather' and the* xc Gb) ff be Praiſe for evermore.. 


men. 
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1 I Lord the Prodigal have been, 
My Subſtance I have ſpent in Sin 3 
I now my youthful Follies ſee, 
And naked mourn my Miſery. 


2 My Innocence, my ſpotleſs Dreſs, 
| Pve loft, and all my Righteouſnefs ; 
Reduc'd and made a Stranger here, 


Nothing but filthy Rags I wear. 


3 With Men oft' have ſought to join, 
 Wiu'd fain have eaten Huſfs with Swine z 
But O! their Joys won't do for me, 
*Tis empty all, and V amnity. 


4 For Heav'nly Bread I pant! I pant! 
I know I now begin to want : 
None gives my hungry Soul to eat, 
None pities my forlorn Eſtate. 


5 My Father's Servants happy are, 
While 1 the Sinner periſh here ; 

T hey have enough, nor Scarceneſs knw, 

Nor gueſs what Sorrow I go thro. 


6 [11 riſe, and, wretched as 1 am, 
Pl cry to him from whom I came; 
Longer my Father ſhall not be 
A Stranger to my Miſery. 


7 Behold 


Loos Vans: Yo Woogie, 2 I 
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7 Behold @ Sinner! Lord! I'll fay, 


Thy Son, who Intely went away ; 
Merry and Sin it all I plead, _ 
And want of Grace and Heav'nly Bread. 


8 See me the” far from thee, and run 


To meet thy poor returning Son, 
And while 1 tell my wretched Caſe, 


Fall on my Neck and me embrace. 
9 Bring the beſt Robe, thy Righteeuſuefs, 


And let my Feet be ſhod with Peace : 


_ Seal with a Ring my trembling Hand, 


And bring me to my native Land. 


10 Lat all thy Children now above, 


Rejoice at thy redeeming Love, 
O tell them, -T'iis my Son's forgiv*n, 


And ranſom'd to inherit Heav'n. 


11 Grant this, my Father, and my Tongue 


Shall mingle with the bleſſed Throng, _ 
With theirs my Harp ſhall ſweetly ſound, 


T once was left, but now am found ! 


'12 1 dead in Sin remain'd, till God 

 Redeem'd my Soul from Death by Blood, 
When be for all my Guilt was flain ; 
And now am 1 alive again, 
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